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The following discourse was first delivered in Attlebo- 
rough, (Ms.) in consequence of the zealous exertions made 
by members of the Calvinistic Church to stop the grow- 
ing influence of Universalism. In order to effect this, soon 
after the removal of the Editor to Attleborough, a mem- 
ber of the church in the East parish finding one of those 
celebrated sermons, if so it may be cailed, of Lemic/ 
Haynes’ (n sermon too well known to need description) 
immediately repaired to Tauntea and had 300 copies 
struck off. A deacon of the church in the West parish 
fortunately finding one of these sermons about the same 
time, carried it to Providence and had 500 printed. These 
were industriously circulated, which induced the editor to 
prepare and deliver the discourse which follows. Since 
the editor's residence in this city, finding Mr. Haynes’ ser- 
mon circulating in Hartford and the neighboring towns, 
feels himself justified in revising and once more delivering 
the same discourse, which at the request of subscribers for 
the “Inquirer,” is now submitted to the public. 


*\And the Serpent said unto the woman ye shall not surely 
die.” —Genesis li. 4. 

The passage before us has lately come much into use, 
and itis endeavored to be proved that the author of the 
sentence “ye shall not surely die,” was the first preacher oi 
Universal Salvation, and his first essay toward preaching 
that doctrine was by contradicting the divine declaration. 


ty, 


in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 


If we were to lay aside prejudice, and carefully exam- 
me the declaration of the Serpent ; we should not find in it 
any thing like salvation. If this expression meant any 
thing, it must have been this. Ye shall never experience 
any sorrow, pain, or affiictiou—Ye shal] not die. 


it will be necessary for those learned Givines, who have 
made the wonderiul discovery, that the devil was the first 
Universalist preacher, to prove that the Serpent bad any 
knowledge of Salvation, or, that the idea ever entered his 
mind. Opposeito all good. and delighting in evil, the 
devil has ever been represented, as aiming to involve man- 
kind in wretchedness and rain. To effect this, he had tiie 
“audacity to confront Omnipotence.” And though God 
had said “ ye shall surely die.” he said “ ye shall not surely 
die.” God did not mean that ye should die, althouzh he 


as to his meaning, |\as been made I leave to the sage discov- 
erers. Thatthe Devil meant to deceive is self-evident, 
but whether he had any idea of eternal life, remains to be 
proved. But, admitting he preached, and did actually 
mean that the wages of sin is not death ; but that, though 
you sin, you shall not die, but live: What analogy has 
this to Universal Salvation? Ia what is there any sin-ilar- 
ity ? 

Let it be noticed that deceived by this enemy to all good, 
our parents transgressed, aud felt the fatal effects of their 
disobedience. The Serpent proved hunself a liar. They 
died according to the divine denunciation. The angel ot 
imnocenee fied from Eden with joy, and peace and heaven- 
ly confidence in his train ; and left fell despair, sorrow, fear 
and effliction behind. 


The enemy triumphed, but his triumph was to be short. 
He was successful in making them wretched, and in hnng- 
ing ina flood of sorrows, Reduced to a state of affliction 
and trouble. man became the fit subject of salvation. To 
preach salvation to man in this situation would be good 
news, yea glad tidings of great joy ; man could now under- 
stand what salvation meant. Diidthe serpent now come 
to preach Salvation, when Adain stood in need of ii! No, 
Having reduced him to a state of wretchedness, here it was 
the devils delight to keep him. 

But although man had sinned, and sorely felt the effects 
of transgression, yet he had an unchangeable friend, com- 
passionate and kind. Jt is represented im the scriptures 
that in the cool of the day God visited his children in the 
garden. Fear had driven the unhappy pair to hide them- 
selves in the thick foilage. The voiee of parental affec- 
tion is heard, saying —Adam &c.—See Genesis iii. 9, 10. 

The offenders, trembling, come forth. On inquiry the 

Serpent being found the deceiver, who had beguiled them 
nto sin, is cursed, and the declaration is made by the 
Almighty “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
between thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

If then by the “seed of the woman” reference is had te 
Christ ; the declaration contains the promise of a Saviour, 
and Salvation was preached in the garden of Eden, not by 
the Serpent, but by the Father of spirits. 


In these transactions the opposite properties of good and 
evilare clearly del'neated. The Devil, the enemy of hap- 
piness, envious of the tranquility of the first parr, comes te 
destroy them, to make them wretched and miserable—he 
succeeds, alas, too well, and triumphing leaves them im sor- 
row. God comes, in the fulness of divine venevoleuce, 





has thus said, the expression means, or implies something 
else. 


Thus the Serpent deceived the first pair, and thus he has 
continued his deceptions ever since, through succeeding 
ages, mutilating, and changing the meaning of the divine 
word, making it to mean this, and imply that, which it 
never expressed, and by art and scholastic ingenuity, alter- 
ing the most plain and obvious meaning of the scriptures. 

As the declaration of the Serpent is not sufficiently ex- 
plicit to prove that he did preach Universal Sa! vation ; 


and though in the denths of infinite wisdom he leaves his 
children for a while, to jeel the effects of their transeress on, 
| yet he preaches salvation, by the bruising of the serpeut*s 
i head. 

The great mistake then is, as to the author of Salvation, 
jas it must be acknowledged that Eden which was the scene 
lot transgression, also witnessed the preaching of deliver- 
jance fromsin. ‘j'nis mistake may he produced Ly the cun- 
ning craftiness of the deceiver, the better to eflect his pur- 
poses, in keeping men in a state of wretchedness by caus- 





it is eaid “he meant so.” He meant to preach “th> wazes 228 them to re/ret the system of div ne benevolence. 
‘ ~—— 


of sin tr ot death. but eterna! Ife.” 


Now this diseavery,| 


Ii tt be true, as is generally admitted, thet the devil &® 
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as wicked, ax Coli stand wood, and their desicnsjerable. Therefore without this exereise of jusiic:, the 
23 Opposite, as their natures, then W the design of the |devil would be foted in his atterapts, and all tus labor 
devil Was to cnvolve Ginn iatenul ruin; the desiga of} would be lost. In order to@avoid this disap) nace an 
4 must be to bring man into w state of happiness andjcxercise of that kind of Just.ce which fixes a large portion 

: f mankind in endless misery would be highly gratiying, 


iy the adversary by his wiles has deceived 1 
broov cht hom into a state of con: 
a t's univer as extendine toallthe poste: 

ud the Almighty, whose nature ts diamet 


ite, has introduced a 
. . i Seige 
sthan Universal ? Admit the design of God to 


rica 


of this. and + mi destroy the nia te difference wh 
posed to exist between the ela voi God. and 
l rsany . 


It is necessary to dwell a little on this subject as 


sane satis the nat . ' | ! 
1orrance, Ii tis ihe hature of evi. to be pucas 


to deleht and elory mthe misery of rational be 


there is an infinite difference between good and ev: 


‘ 


‘it must be the uature oF goo toess to delight, be pleased and 


bd i ' . ‘ inl 
glorifie m the happiness of imtellicent beuics, 


It will. be said that it i@ the nature of eootlness to be 
please { with. and to be glormfied in the prod on of the 
ite t possil le good, whieh in ty nei Cinbrace the happi- 
ness of every tateliigent creature ; but may be cous:stent 
with, and even require the eudiess mosery of a partof man- 
kana, it may on the other hand, be sah with a ich 


propriety, that it is the nature of evil to be gl! 
pravur tion of the greatest vessille misery s whys 


, 


cousistent with and eveu require the happiness ot 


the humanrace. Hence the devil mav not seck a 


versal dominion, but ouly the 
whi el is best prodtineed HY sO betngy hapov, ta 
to keep that happiness ulways in view of the dan 
their misery may be complete 
It is urged that 

calf *siumpiv consider 
does not ini ct misery, b 
unhappy, neither has [fe any pleasure in their 
if we sncuire, why then does he inflict ?—It is 


’ 


vor t ae pe rod ) tion oi [is highest glory, and the greatest 
: thenis productive of God's glory,and vet he is 
not ? I with it. This is one of tho rross abstpd.ties in 
which sor vst aboun!. But this miserv is rodnet- 
we oi tue 2 fest pos { rool. ‘To whom io th 
saints. Audwhv? because without if they caunct be 
made perfectly happy. And vet it uid God has no pleas- 
ure init. But the saints are pleased, as without it thei 
happiness would dwimdle into insign-icaney. Vor th 
flames which ascend from the fire oi een, coastitutes the 
light, the life and joy o: Heaven, ail the shrieks and croans 


of the damned aceeuding will constitute that hes 


. wh t h sulling 


svstem of Salvation, can it t 


atest quuntuns © 


eooulness does not delicht in misery, 


upon the ear of the suint, will 


man, and 


uivor 


ilae 


homey i 
a part of 


tt r { 


he < 


med, that 


A 
afflictions. 


answered 


si 4 | pre 
the loud pein ot Praise, Eiall sluiah, Gil rv to God in 
Inehest. Acdoutting the devil to deticit in misery. { 


\ 
eelings that can be gratified in beholdia 
must be nearlv allied to this soir'tef evil, 


be reminded that the hannines 


= 
But we shal 


as from the exh 


ETERNAL iust.ce, which is aa cssential attriiute 


and must have all rts demands. 


doing injustiee, sav, that the devil will delieht 


‘Tana tion, or damnatioi, 
ty ol Ad- 
O- 
any 
all short 
Cit [Ss SUP} 


Mile 


l, then 


{ misery. 


in it- 
Dy this ph ase is meant, thai God 
cause he loves tosee his creatures 





‘ | 


ni- 


ithemselyes h 


and consequently, the greater the display of this ju “f ce, 
the more exceeding will be the joy of the serpent as well 
as the happiness of the saints. 

Bat how is this justice to be displayed? In a mere arbi- 
trary exercise of Alumeghty power r. for those who expect 
to shout Hallelujah on beholding the smoke of torment es- 
cending up trem the bottomless pit—say that they are 
i-deserving simmers, whe, it God had deste 
with them mostmet justice, would now, even now, have 
een in the grave with the dead, and in hell with the 
damned. But God m sovereign mercy has thus tar preser- 
ved them, and will continue to preserve them threugh all 
e(ern'ty from misery and woe, which they deserve no less 
than those over whom they expect to triumph, and yet they 
are fo re joice im the glorious display of divine justuce. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 


From Buck's Theol: gical Dictionary 


re RSE ¢ UT LV. 
Paste FROM PAGE 10.] 
ENGLAND 
Tas also been the seat of much persecution, 


Wickliffe, the first reformer, died peaceably in his bed, vet 
sich was the malice and spirit of perseeuting Rome, that 


lis bones were ordered to be dug up, and cast on a dung 
hill, The remains of this excellent man were accortin ly 


dug ont of the grave, where th V had Jam nudisturbed four- 
and-torty vears. His hones were burnt, and the ashes cost 
into an adioiming brook. In the reign of Heury Vif, 
Bilney, Baynam, and many other reformers were burnt ; 
but when queen Viarv came tothe throne, the most severe 
Hooper and Rovers were burnt 
lv tormented a long ti ve 


r » | "“"—\e i] 
lavlor was put into a bar- 


persecutions took place. 
‘na slow fire. 
at the stake before he expired. 
relof pitch, and fire set te it. E got 


Saunders was crue 


pdustrions persons, 
aimone whem was Ferrar, bishop of St. David's. wore 
ought out, eat burnt by the ‘nfamous Bonver m a few 
lays. Sixty-seven persons.were this year, A. D. 1555, 
burot. amongst whom were the. famous protestants Brad- 
ford, Ridley, Latimer, and Philpot. In the tollowing year, 


hty-iive persons were burnt. 


ed acommission evurt, which was fol- 
Upon the 


— 
Tlie queen erect 


lowed by the destruction of near eighty more. 





) 
Ve Liose | 


and woe. | 


s of saints 
will not proceed so much from misery in itself ¢ 


mm the exercise of this justiee which w ll be exercis: 


eteranl wrath, as much as the saints possibly ean. 


ougit to be kept continually in mind, that vs 


pleasure of the serpent 


to make all miserable 
power, he must rejoice in the disnla y ol it 
makes creatures as wretejed as he could w 


° ’ os . . ° ! ss 
gives thein over ints lis power to be t 


rhe 
tormented 
Aguin. Let ithe remembered. that it is dec 


Without the exercise of t istice, God wou!) 


or W 
jlor’y 


| ormed religion in this reign. were no le 
' 
' 


er of those who suffered death for = re- 
: than two hun- 


five bishops, 


whole. the nun 


dred seventy-seven paren ; of whom wer 


twenty-one clergymen, eight gentlemen, etghty-‘our trades- 
men, one hundred ‘Gaal andmen, labourers, and serv: 
fifty-five women, and four children. Besides these, there 
tl fiftv-four more under prosecution, seven of whom 
i were whipped !, and sixteen per} 





shed in prison. Nor was 
zabeth free from this persecuting spirit. If 






4 jany one refunedd to conform to the least ceremony in wor- 
rie 


ship, he was east into prison, where many of the most excel- 
flout men in the land perished. Two Protestant Anabap- 
tists were burnt, aa many ba®ished. She also, it 1s said, 
put two Drownists to death; and thongh her whole rein 
was distineutshed for its political prospe rity, yet it is evi- 
dent she did not understand the rights of conscience ; for it 
s said that more sanguinary laws were made in her reign 
than in anv of her predecessors, and her hands were stein- 
ed both with the blood of Papists and Puritants. James I. 
suecerted Elizabeth : he published a proclamation, com- 
manding all Protestants to conform strictly and without any 

xeeption te all : 


lust ALeve five hundred clergy were immediately 





rifes and ceremonies of the church of 
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s need, or degraded for not complymg. Some were ex- 
communicated, and some banished the country. The Dis 
senpters were distressed, censured, and fined in the Star- 
chamber. Two persons were burnt tor heresy, one at 
Southfield, and the other at Litchfield. 

Worn out with endless vexations and uneeasivg persecu- 
ions. many retired into Holland, and from thence to Amer- 
ica. It's witnessed by a judicious historian, that, in this 
and some following reigns, 22.000 persons were banished 
from England by persecution to America, In Charles the 
F urst’s time arose the persecuting Laud. who was the ocea 
sion of distress to numbers. Dr. Leighton, for writing a 
book against the hierarchy, was fined ten thousand pounds, 
perpetual imprisonment, aud whipping. He was whipped 
and then placed m the pillory ; one oi lis ears eut off; one 
side of his nose slit; branded on the cheek with a red hot 
iron, With the letters 8.5.3; whipped a second time, and 
placed inthe piilory. A fortnight afterwards, his sores 
being vet uncured, he had the other ear cut off, the other 
side of his nese slit, and the other cheek branded. He 
continued in prison till the long parliament set him at lib- 
erty. About four vears afterwards, William Prynn, a bar- 
mister, for a book le wrote agaist the sports on the Lord's 
dav, was deprived trom practising at Lincoln’s Inn, degrad- 
ed from h.s degree at Oxford, set in the pillory, had his ears 
eut off, imprisoned for life, and fined five thousard pounds. 
Nor were the Presbyterians, when their government came 
to be established wa Englend, free from the charge of perse 
eution. In 1645 an ordinance was published, subjecting all 
who preach«d or wrote agaist the Presbyterian directory 
for public worship to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds ; 
and impr:sonment for a year, for the third offence, in using 
the ep.scopal book of © mmon praver, even ina private 
fuunly. In the following year the Preshyteriaus applied to 
parbament, pressing them te enforce uniformity in religion, 
and to exterpate popery, prelacy, heresy, schism, &e., bit 
their petition was rejected; yet in 1648 the parliament, 
ruled by them, published an ordinance against heresy, and 
determimed that any person who maintained, pyhished, or 
defended the following errors, should suffer death. These 
errors were, 1. Denying the being of a Ged.—2. Denying 
his onmipresence, omniscience, Me.—3. Denying the Trin- 
ity in any way.—4. Denying that Christ had two natures. 
—5. Denying the resurrection, the atoneinent, the serip- 
tures. In Charles the Second’s reign the act of uniformity. 
passed. by which two thousand clergymen were deprived 
of their benefices. 
the Oxford act, under which, it is said, eizht thousand per- 
sons were imprisoned and reduced to want, and many to the 
grave, In this reign, also, the Quakers were much perse- 
euted, and numbers of them imprisoned. Thus we see 
how Fugland has bled under the hands of bigotry and per- 
seciition , nor was toleration enjcyed until William LI. 
came to the throne, who shewed himself a warm friend to 
the rights of conscience. The accession of the present 
royal fam ly was auspictons to religious liberty ; and, as 
their majesties have always befriended the toieration, the 
pirit of persecution has heen long curbed. 

IRELAND 
has likewise been drenched with ‘he blood of the Protest- 
ants, forty or fifty thonsand ef whom were cruelly murder= 
ed ina few days, in different parts of the kingdora, in the 
reign of Charles}. Tt beran on the 23d of October, 1641. 
Waving secured the principal gentlemen, and seized their 
effects, they murdered the commen people in cold blood, 
forcing many thousands to flv from their houses and settle- 
ments naked into the bogs and woods, where they perished 
with hunger and cold. Some they whipped to death, 
others they stript naked, and exposed to shame, and then 
drove them like herds of swine to perish in the mountains : 
many hundreds were drowned in rivers, some had their 
throats cut. others were dismembered. With some the 
execrable villains made themselves sport, trying whe conld 
hack the deepest into an Englishmau’s flesh ; wives eud 





| 
' 








young virgins abused in the presence of ther nearest rela- 

ons: nay, they taught their efidren to strip and kill the 
ehildren of the Evelish, and dash out their brains against 
the stones. Thus many thousands were massacred ima 
ew days, without di tinet ion OF age, sex, or qual ty, belore 
they sus; ected their danger, or had ume to provide for 
thei defence. 

SCOTLAND. SPAIN, &c. 

Besides the above-mentioned persecutions, there Lave 
been several others nt parts of the 
world. Scotland for many years togetiver has been tle 
scene of cruelty aud bloodshed, tll it was deh ve red by the 
monarch at the revolution, Spam, Kaly, and the valley of 
} been the seats of much 
wad ia 
this mischievous work. It has to answer, also, for thelives 
of millions of Jews. Viohammedans and barbarians. When 
the Moors conquered Spain i the eighth century, they al- 
towed the Christians the free exercise of their relicron ; 
hut io the fifteenth century, when the N 


earned on tw difiers 


Piedmont. and oiler ; laces, have 
persecution. Pooery we see has had the ereatesi 


WiOOTs. Were Ovel- 


come, and Ferdinand subdued the Moriscoes, the descend- 


ants ofthe above Moors, manv thousands were ioreed to be 


rot, massacred, or banished, and their ehit.!. 
les nnumerable Jews, who shared 


fiy by means of the infernal cor 


baptized, or br 
ren sold ter slaves; bes) 


J 
the same erue!ties, « 








of inquisition. A worse slau ter, if possible, was ma 

among the natives of Spantsh America, where filicen m.j- 

lions are said to have been sacrificed to the genius of pop 

ery ‘op about for y years. It hes been computed that f 'y 

millions of Protestants have at different times been the 
‘ 


victims of the persecutions of the Papists,azd put to death 


for their religions opiniens. Well, therefore, might the 


inspired penman say. that at mystie Babylon's destruction 
was found in her the bleo! of prophets, of saints, and of 


Vall that was slain upon the earth,” Rev. xvin, 24, 


To Con Inde this article. \\ ho can Pe ruse the accorut 
ere given Without feciing the most painful emotions, and 


idropp ug a tear over the madness and depravity of maw- 


it now shew us what human beines are cane. 


kind : Docs 
t jcotry. and Preis 


ble of when influenced by stperstition, ; 

dice ? Have pot these baneful principles metamorphe ed 
men into infernals ; and entirely extinguished ali the rel. 
ines of humanity, the dictates of conscience, and the voic e 
. Alas! what has sin done to make mankind 
Meretfal God ! by thy great 


of reason? 
sneh curses to one another? 


, ; Fr uppress this worst of all evils, and let truth and 
Then followed the conventicle act, and} POW SUppres this worst of all evils, and let truth an 


love, meekness and forbearance prevail. 
steal 


From the (Portland) Christien Inteligeicer. 


THE CHRISTIAN CPITULATOR.......No. IV. 
WuAT IS THE TRUE SIGNIFICATION OF THE WORD 
Hew? 

This is an important question, which Ceserves a seriove 
and candid answer. Inatiempting to give one, we shia!) 
he under the necessity of resorting, as faras our impertect 
knowledge will admit. to the original languages, from 
which this word is derived. For, a recurrence to them }s 
indispensable, net on'y in the present inquiry, but to our 
knowing primitive christianity. To christianity we are 
indebted fur the truth—to science, for a knowledge of it. 
The latter teaches us the original state and manners of 

i eptation and force of chr’s- 





maniciud, and explains the ace 
tian doctr'ne among the people of those ages. 
us the ideas of the inspired writers, by explaining to us 
the primitive siguification of the languge, im which they 


She gives 


spoke, 

Terr'fie apprehensions originate in ages of ignorawc 
For proof of this, we have a remarkable instance, in the 
period of the dark ages, when science and christianity suf- 
This was the 
Supersti- 


icred together, almost a total shipwreck. 
age of ignorance, and of prepertionate error. 
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tion, with her vhastly sceptre, reigning Wo dinpaant, chased 
away truth and peace, te mi ike room for error, au la dis- 
trust of the benevolent character of our Father in heaven. 


“Here fix’d the dreadful, there the blest abodes 
“Pear made her devils, and weak hone her Gods ; 
“Gos partial, changeful, passionate, unjust, 
*W hose attributes were rage, revenge or lust, 

* * * * % * tk Ps 
«Zeal then, not charity, became the giide, 
“And hell was built on spite, aud heaven on pride.” 


Then, it was, that those fatal errors gained orthodox 
predominance, some of which, it is believed, tradition, that 
aimost irresistible instructor, has handed down even to the 
present age, and which have proved to be, what they for- 
merly were, sources of grent perplexity and distress to the 
mind of such as have beeu indoctrinated into them. 


That HELL exists only in the imagination of those whom 
superstition has blinded, we do notsay. That there is a 
hell, we as plainly acknowledge, as the scriptures reveal it. 
But we do say, that error has done much injury to man- 
kind, in assigning it locality, peopling it with real beings of 
terrific description, possessing eternal existence and hatred, 
and lightning its walls by the literal flames of substantial 
brimstone! All this is the bitter fruit of ancient super- 
stition. This imaginable place of horror, has given despair, 
when the love of God and the work of his Son, were de- 
nied or forgotten.— This has destroyed the noble faculties 
of sense and reason in many a worthy person; and this 
too has led the subject of its slavish fears, to become his 
own executioner ; by causing him to break that pitcher, 
at the cistern of natural life, from which lovely wives aud 
smiling chiidren were once accustomed to drink the waters 
of joy. ‘These have been the melancholy effects of a be- 
lief in that ideal abode, witnegsed ina number of instan- 
ces, within a short time past. Butis this chrishhanity ? Is 
this the spirit of the gospel of peace 2 Does then, religion 
loa! men to destroy life? Does christianity deprive meu 
oftheir reason, their sense, their dignity? No! Suny rath- 
er, that these things are the fruits of ignorauce and super- 
sition. 

In order that we may be enabled to pierce through the 
gloomy veil of ancient superstition, and to search out the 
trath, we shall avail ourselves of the —", of the 
learned ; (to whom we acknowledge ourselves to be alto- 
gether indebted for idea, und mostly for expression ;) and 
shew, 


Ist. The general signification of the words translated 
HELL, as given by authors of the most acknowledged 
erudition. 

2d. We shall quote every passage in the Bible, in which 
the word HELL is found, and inquire into its significancy, 


But as our labors must necessarily be lengthy, we shall, 
m this number attend only to the first particular. luo fu- 
ture numbers we shall consider the second. 


ist. There are three words in the ancient lanruages 
which our translators have rendered hell. ‘These are Gr- 
ENNA, ADES,and Tartanus. Gecnna literally siquifies 
“the valley of Hinnom,” us it comes from two Hebrew 
words signifying the same. “This valley lies near Jorusa- 
iem, and had been a place of those abominable sacrifices, 
in which the idolatrous Jews burnt their children alive to 
Moloch. A particular place in this vailey was called To- 
phet, from the fire-stove in which they burnt their chil- 
dren.” Parkhurst also says, that the Geenna tou puros 
(hell fire) as found in Matt. v. 22, &c. “ relates in its out- 
ward and primary sense to that dreadful doom of being 
burnt alive in the valley of Hiunom.” Geennu, the val- 
tey of Hinnom, and the English word hell, (when derived 
from the above) are one and the same place of sacritiving 
victims to Moloch. It would have been a happy thing, and 
-tanch present obscurity weald have been prevented, had 


our translators followed the example of those, who trans- 
lated the original Hebrew into the Greek, and retained 
the word Geenna inthe English. Then we should have 
‘<nown its native meaning, as well as we now do that of the 
original words Sinai or Bethesda. If any one please, he 
may turn to the following passages in the old testameut in 
which this word is found.—Josh. xv. & xvul. 16. 2. Kings 
xxiil. 10. 2Chron. xxviii. 30. Jer. vii. 31,52. And 
then we would eandidly ask the examiuer, whether he cau 
find any idea, conveyed in those texts, of a state or place 
of misery, after natural dissolution? We presume no ane 
would contend tor it. “The indeseribable tortures of this 
valley, it is true are very fit to form a comparison of any 
other great and lasting distress. The ‘fire never to be 
quenched, and where their worm dieth not, is a strung ex- 
pression, designed to apply to the fire of Hinnom, which 
for centuries has burned, and ws some accounts say, is sull 
burning.” 
Ades, Hebrew Scheol, signifies “a concealed or unseen 
place; the invisible receptacle or mansion of the dead. 
Figuratively, it represents sorrow or darkness of mind.”— 
Vide Parkhurst. David's sow! was in hell, Jonah was in 
hell, and Christ was in hel/. It has such a variety of signi- 
fications, or rather it applies toso many different places 
aud circumstances, that it does not by any meaus reier us 
always to one and the same place or condition. We be- 
lieve it is now pretty generally given up by the learned, 
that des (hel!) does not signify a place of eternal punish- 
ment. Ades literally signifies the grave ; figuratively, it 
denotes any condition of mental anxiety or distress. 

Tartarus. This word requires but little attention here. 
It is found but once in the new testament.—Sce 2 Peler ii. 
4. Every one, the least acquainted with the Latin classics, 
well knows the heathen notion entertained of it. Their 
licensed imayination is certainly entitled to no place in 
christian divinity. In its original signification, it was a 
term applicable to any place of thick darkness or solitude, 

All these words, in their original and literal force, apply 
simply to any place or condition of temporal fears or sut- 
fering. But they are, like most all other words, freque utly 
used ina figurative sense, to represcut, from objects of nat-~ 
ural dread, the labours and troubles of the mental facuities. 
We are hardly sensible, how full of figurative expressions, 
language is, when employed in ordinary discourse.  Fig- 
ures are the life of language ; there is hardly an expres 
sion, that escapes us, in which we do not einploy certain 
words, figuratively, to represent our ideas. [nspiration is 
full of figures and personification. As an example of com- 
paring mental, to natural distresses, remark the strong lan- 
guage in Isaiah liv. 11,12. “O, Thou afflicted, sessed with 
a fempest, aud not comtorted : behold I will lay thy stones 
with fair colours, aud lay thy foundations wiih sapphires. 
And | will make thy windows of ugales, and thy gates ot 
carbuncles, aud all thy borders of pleasant stones.” Again; 
see an instance of bold persouification in 1 Cor. xv. 54, 55. 
when death is addressed as a real personal bemg. “Death 
is swallowed up in victory. O Death! where is thy sting 
O Grave ! (or he ll) where is thy victory.” 

Now Geenna, Ades, &c. ave not unfrequently used, like 
ong other suitable words, in a figurative sense. But let 

: Does not the figurative use of a word or expre: 

$10n, aie that we do not deseribe an object literally? Sap- 
pose we say, that a man is in the vorter of despair. Shall 
we understand him liter: ily? No. We know, that liter- 
ality, (if the word may be coined,) is not imtended. 


Thus far, we have endeavoured to shew, though we 
have done it briefly, the original import of the words 
Geenna, 4des, and Jartarus ; three different names, places 3 
and conditions, yet all, some times, trauslated into the single 
word n#ELL. We have made this exposition of them, not 
to gratify any particular wish in ourselves, that samething 
more might be found, than is commonly advanced from 





the word under consideration ; but to exhibit truth, dives- 
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ted of ancient superstitions and modern superfluities. If 
we err in our desire to produce truth, we err on the side of 
utility ; for none but enthusiasts presume, in this country, 
tw decry the advantages of free investigation, 

ORIGEN. 


wr 


ELEGANT EXTRACT. 


Give me to kuow that the doctrine of Jesus is bread 
from heaven, aud that it sustains the spirit, and prepares 
it for heaven; and | may well be indifferent whether that 
bread descended, lke the manna inthe desert, in nightly 
dew, or whether, like the food of Elijah, it was brought 
to my eager hands y the ravens, or whether it was bro- 
ken, for myself and the hungry thousands around me, by 
a hand eniued with miraculous powers. So long as I 
know that it was sent me by the Father of my spirit, and 
that eating it] shall live forever, I know all that can give 
it value, or awaken my gratitude. When some friendly 
hand presses a cup of cold water to my lips, as !am_ faint- 
ing wit!, thirst in a weary land, I will not ask, for 1 do not 
care, whether that water was -howered from the skies, or 
whether .t flowed ina river, or gushed from a spring. I 
ask not whether it was brought me in a golden urn, or 
whether .t was presented in a chrystal vase, or a soldier's 
helmet. It is water that bids me live, and that is enough 
for me.—Prerpont’s Sermon. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 








The following conversation between the subscriber and 
a distinguished Calvinist, is sent to the Inquirer for the 
pur ove of preserving the opinions of the present sectari- 
aus. for the perusal of the rising and future generations, 
with the hope that they may profit by the inconsistencies 
which may be discovered therein. 

B..What, sir, do you conceive to be the demands of 
Gou’s Jaw upon mankind ? 

G. lcouceive that God’s law demands the exercise of 
love, towards God and towards men. 

B. {s the Jaw of God binding upon every rational being? 

G. Most certainly. 

8B. Do you consider the declaration of Christ true, that 
® one jot, or one tittle, shall in no wise pass from the law till 
all be fulfilled ?” 

G. I certainly do. 

B. Well, if God’s law demands of every rational crea- 
ture the exercise of love, and not one jot, or tittle can pass 
from the law till all be fulfilled, must not the period arrive 
when every rational creature will love as the law requires? 
and if that sha!l be the case, will it not amount to universal 
salvation ? 

G. \n the first place the law of God condemns all man- 
kind to eternal misery, and Christ died as a substitute for 
mankind, to redeem them from that misery, and a door 
is thereby opened for all who will believe in him to escape; 
but as all mankind do not believe, they are of course not 
all benefitted Ly it. 

B. How came the law to condemn all mankind to eter- 
nal misery ? 

G. On account of Adam's transgression. 


B. Well, if the law condemned all mankind to eternal 
misery, then its demands were eternal misery; whereas 
you have said that its demands were that all mankind 
should love God and each other. Either the one or the 
other of your statements must be erroneous. 


G. No, they are both correct. The law demands love, 

and, ifit be not obeyed, endless misery is its next demand. 
B. Can the law be fulfilled by inflicting endless misery ? 
G. Yes. 


SB, The apostle sars “ love is the fulfilling of the law *Ineed ef mercy. If Iwere drafted to serve in the army, 


Is it any where said in the Bible that endless misery is the 
fulfilling of the law ? 

G. Yes. 

B. Will you repeat a passage from the Bible to that 
effect ? 

G. “ He that believeth not shall be damned.” 

B. \s the declaration, “ He that believeth not shall be 
damned,” the same as, endless misery is the fulfilling of the 
law ? 

G. Yes. 

B. | do not see that it is any thing like it. Christ says, 
“He that believeth not is condemned (i. e. damned) al- 
ready ;” but he does not say that is the fulfilling of the law. 
I rather think the unbeliever is condemned, or damned, for 
the very reason that he does noi tulfil the law. I think he 
is dainned for want of that love which the law demands. 


G. Well, the law is just as much fulfilled in his damna- 
tion as it would be in his having love; for this is what the 
law demands when that is withheld. 

B. But,sir, in that case you have the law fulfilled by its 
being violated. The law commands me to love ; I refuse 
to obey. The law damns, or condemus me, because | do 
not obey. It will continue thus to condemn until I do obey. 
When I obey, it no longer condemns, because it is fulfilled. 
Why does the law condemn if that very condemnation ful- 
fils it ? 

G. It must be so or else it would not have condemned 
Christ. He fulfilled the law by suffering its condemnation 
for guilty men. 

B. Do you think, Sir, that the law condemned Christ ? 
I always thought he obeyed the law—“maguified and made 
it honourable—became obedient even unto death.” Does 
the law of God condemn the obedient ? 

G. Yes, it condemned Christ. 

B. Do you read so in your bible? 

G. Yes, “He hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law being made a curse for us.” 

B. But that scripture dves not say that Christ was con- 
demned by the law. The love of Christ for us disposed 
him to do and to suffer, under the law, what he did, but 
the law certainly did not condemn him for thus doing and 
suffering, siuce he was prompted thereunto by the very 
love which the law demands. 

G. If the law did not condemn him, who or what did 
condemn him ? 

B. | have not said that any thing condemned him. If 
you say he was condemned, I leave it with you to say by 
what. 

G. Welll say, by the law. 

B. I say the law could not have cendemned him because 
he fulfilled it, completely, by love. 

G. He was condemned by the law, or by God, (which is 
the same thing) for us, and ia our room and stead. 

B. Do you say that God condemned his beloved Son? 

G. Yes. 

B. What for ? 

G. I say, for us. 

B. But God, by a voice from Heaven, proclaimed, “This 
is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” Did God 
condemn him in whom he was well please:l ? 

G. Yes. 

“‘B. What for? 

G. For us. 
and stead. 

B. What did God condemn his beloved Son, in whom he 
was well pleased, to suffer in our room and stead for ? 

G. To open a door for our escape from endless ruin. 

B. Well, if God condemned his beloved Son. in onr 
room and stead, or as a substitute for us, then he doth net 
condemn us, I take it ? 

G. Yes,except we comply with his offers of mercy. 


B. But if one has suffered for us, as our substitute, we 
cannot still be liable ourselves, and consequently have no, 


He condemned him to suffer in our recom 
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and should procure a substitute, | shoald not still be liable 
to serve in the army, [should be free. I have no other 
idea of a substitute, and | presume you have not on any]; 
other subject but the one indebate. Jesus Christ, as an 
individual, fulfilled the law, by love, and entered mto his 
glory. In like manner must it be fulfilled by every intel- 
jigent creature ; and. untess this will, one day be done, as 
inuch, at least, as one jot or tittle, will pass trom the law 
unfulfilled. J. BROOKS. 
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REMARKS 


On A SERMON DELIVERED BY THE Rev. TiwotTeyi 


MERRIT (BY APPOINTMENT) BEFORE THE NEW-ENG- 
LAND (METHODIST) CONFERENCE HOLDEN IN 
Batu, (Maine,) Jung, 1822. 
| CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1..] 

Mr. Merrit in summing up the whole matter infers that 
if there is a righteous Governor and Judge of mankind, 
he will make ajust distinction between the righteous and 
the wicked.” But this distinction is not made in this life 
therefore it must be made in the next. Mr. M. here pays 
the author of his existence, his Lawgiver and Judge, a ve- 
ry handsome compliment in cyarnGinG Him with having 
reigned for nearly six THOUSAND YEARS :in unrighteous- 
ness; suffering the righteous and the sinner to tare one 
common lot. without making any distinction between them. 
{if this is really the ease and God is unchangeable in his 
nature being the came yesterday to day and torever, with- 
out the least variableness or sandow of turning, we have 
as much reason, and full as much scripture to prove that 
the same mode of government will eternally exist as Mr 

. has that it will be changed, and that He who for srx 
THOUSAND YEARS ormorehas reiened in unmghteousness 
without rewarding virtue or punishing vice, will commence 
an administration of righteousness rewarding every man 
according to his works. 

An attempt will probably be made to show that we car- 

ry the subject further than Vir. M. intended, and instead 
of considering the Lawgiver and Judyve as reigning m un- 
righteousness for the six thousand years, it ought to be con- 
fined to the age of man, say SEVENTY YEARS, for, that 
soon as he passes into another state of existence e, he enters 
into astate, where the Governor and Judge reigns accor- 
ding to truth and justice, rewarding man according to his 
works, and making a proper distinction. But if this mede 
of government has been pursued through succeeding age 
for six thousand years, and all men, wlio have existed have 
fared alike ; whv can say, but that iis perfectly consist- 
ent with a Governor ever to rnle in this way, in eternity as 
well astime ; and what data have we to prove that it will 
ever be otherwise. If it isconsistent with the divine char- 
acter of the Almighty, to dispense with righteonsiess and 
justice for one year or serenty, it may be his pleasure to 
dispense with them forever. Notwithstanding, Mr. M. has 
seen fit to charge the all wise ruler of the universe with 
unrighteousness, we dare not harbor the thought for a mo- 
ment, but must with an inspired writer acknowledge that, 
“righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne.” David believed that God reigned in righteousness, 
and therefore was inclined to praise him. See Ps.7. &] 
will praise the Lord for his righteousness.”—Ps. 11, 
“For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness.” Yet ac- 
cording to Mr. M. the righteous Lord, who loveth rieht- 
eousness does not govern in the present world aceording ti 
truth and justice. Ps.35.28. “My tongue shall speak o! 
thy righteousness, and of thy praise all day long.” 


In order to cap theclimax of absurdity, Mr. M. says’ 
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180 distressing as those which other men, 1. e. the 











* Here (in this world) the wicked are often seen in prosper- 

ty, they a are notin trouble as other men: neither are they 
m ‘cued like other men. But many are the afflvetions : of the 
As far as relates to th s life, the balance is fre. 
ently against them.” But, says Mr. Vi. “it shall net al- 
wavs bese.” Indeed, why not: If a coniormity to the 
nrineiples of moral holiness, if ben» revenerated and re. 
newed inthe spirit of the mind, jects a man to vreater 
suffermes here than would have been his lot had he re. 
mai ined animpenitent sinner, by what rule of reasoning, 
by what arzument can it be proved that :t will not always 
be so, and what encouragement is there for a man to enter 
into the path of righfeousn 
subiected to creater troubl 
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, when he must expect to be 
. than if he remain a sinner.— 
Vir. Vi. considers Universalism as a demoralizing docirine, 
; but what shall we say of the 
doctr ne which he advocates, which declares that the wiek- 
ed are not troubled as ether men are, that is, as righteous 
menare. Whether Mr MJ. meant that their troubles 
were not of sim‘lar kind w th those wluch others experi- 
ence, or were not so grievous or afflicting, he has not con- 
descended to inform us. Now as troubles, thoagh differing 
in kind, may, nevertheless, be equally as troublesome and 
distressing, we may without domg injustice to him, say that 
the idea he meant to convey was, that the troubles which 
wicked men endured were not so great in magni‘ude nor 
righteous 
ha | tor ndure. 
the wicked, and they are not troubled as other men are, 
this must give encouragement to wickedness, and strength- 
en the hand of the wieked that he turn not from hs wick- 
Iness, and must, to all intents, be a most demoralizing doe- 
trin 

Mr. M. in endeavoring to prove the certainty of fu- 
ture endless punishment on the ground that men are not 
sufficiently rewarded or punished tn this life, introduces 
the following r,*While the highwayman robs, perhaps to 
save himself from jail, and) punished with death for his 
crime,a tyrant at the head of an army ravages whoie 
states ; he pillages on the right and onthe left; he violates 
the most sacred rights ; the most solemn treaties, he knows 


neither religicn nor good faith. Go, follow his footsteps, 
1 


n 


see privy ss desolated, plains covered with the bodies of 


the dead, palaces reduced to ashes, and thousands of mis- 
erable inhabitants driven from the:r homes in despair! 
Inquire for the author of these miseries, Will you find 
him think you, confined in a dark dungeon, expirmg ona 
wheel er zallows? Lo! hesits onathrone, he lives ina 
royal paiace, fares sumptuously every day, is surrounded 
by a host of *yeophants and iWolators who live upon his 
favor, and minister to his appetites and passions. But what 
is divine justice Coing all this while? It is looking on, and 
reserves a terrible punishment for the offender in the fu- 
tare state. 4fler death tie Judgment, when all his miqui- 
ties will be brought to licht, and punished as they dese an 

It would appear from the above statement that Mr M. 
considered this tyrant on histhrone as quite at ease, and 
perfectly happy in himself, enjoying all the honors of this 
life. the flatteries and praises of men, and all the blessings 
and luxuries of life. Mr. M. has told us that) men are 
either innocent or guiltv. This tyrant on his throne, then, 
is either innocent or guilty. If guilty, Mir. M. says, he is 


guilty not only in the judgment of men, when the eyes of 


his fellow creatures are upon him, but in his own con- 
science in secret, when no eye beho!ds him but the all see- 
ing eye of Jehovah. Then it is that the sinner feels an 
inward sense ef conscious guilt, and in spite of himself, 
trembles before his Lawgiver and Judge. It must be evi- 
Cent then, that this tyrant was not so happy as was imag- 
ined, though surrommeed with atl the pageantry of court, 
yet he was secretly trembling in spite of himeelf, appre- 
hending future punishment. So also with those represen- 
ted by Mr. M. as making themselves rich by a traffic in 
human beings. Divine justice is not therefore looking on, 








and noting their actions here, reserving a terrible punisl- 


If the balance, in this life, is on the side of 
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ment hereafter, but actually infheting punishment, in those 
convictions of the mind, which keep the guilty tremblag 
cvyen in sp.te of themselves. 

‘There is a very serious difficulty still in the way, and it 
is surprisuxy Mr. M. did not discover it, as it completely 
destroys his conclusions as tothe certainty of future end- 
bes- pun shment. Let it be remembered that Mr. M. 
predicates the certamty of future punishment on the 
round that men not bemg rewarded, or puuisned here ac- 
: to their deeds, if there is a righteous Judge he will 
moct assuredly reward or punish ia another world. Now 
Mr. fb. undoubtedly beleves in the dectrine of repentance, 
and that however vile and wicked a man is, or has been, 
yet by repentance he willfind favor and forgiveness with 
God. Supposing then we take Vir. M's. tyrant on his 
throne, or those who have made themselves rich by a traific 
i‘his tyrant has been for years in the 
Divine justice all the 
wile looking ou and reserving for him a terrible punish- 
ment mthe worlitocome. Now if this tyrant, or dealer 
in slaves should repert, what we ask Mr. VM. will become 
of this terrible punishment which divine justice has been 
<o bons reserving for this wicked man, This man accor- 
ding to Mr. M’s, system, has not received a sulliqent pun- 
jis}unent in this life for his maltiphed and aggravated sins ; 
nor is he to receive avy puuishment ina future state, for 
by repentance, all that wrath wluch was treasured up in 
consequence oi long contmued crimes is at once dashed out 
of existence, and nothing but smiles and favors, exist for 
him. Aud yet the certainty of future endless punishment 
is built upon the notion, that so sure as there is a mghteous 
Judge, man not bemg punished in this state of existence 
mist be punished in the next, notwithstanding the advo- 
eates of this doctrine acknowledve that the wicked maa, 
not only very often has the advantage in this lite, but also, 
by repentance, a few hours before his death will escape all 
punishment, an ! enter into endless bliss. And this, aecor- 
ding to Mr. M, is the mghteous judgment of a righteous 
Judge. 


cordin? 


in fiuiman beings. 
commission Of enornuious erimes, 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


SYNOD OF ALEZ. 


Por the sake of presenting to our readers a specimen of! 


the tyraunical and unholy means used, at the era of th: 
Reformation, for establishing the Calvinistic religion, we 


insert the following. 


From Mereier’s Church Wistory of Geneva. 


In the same Synod, | that of the Reformed Churches of 


France, held in the city of Alez, about the year 1620. ] j 


was decreed that the following oath should be administered 


toall the members of Provincial Syuods. 
The Form of the Oath. 1,N.N.do swear and protes 
before God aud his holy assembly, that ldo receive, ap 


prove, and embrace, all the doctrines taught and decided 
in the Council of Dort (or Dordreck) as perfectly agreeing 


From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 


COURT OF FASHION. 

I have often thought, should one of the “heathen” who 

knows nothing of our language, enter a place of worship 

among the fashionable religionists of the present day, 

without understanding the purpuse for which they were 

assembled, his first impression would be—* This is the 

court ef fashiou—the speaker appears to be exerting all 

the powers of his eloquence to excite the admiration of his 

auditors, While they seem to be vieing with each other for 

the most splendid appexrance.” It must be revolting to 
the true Christian, who possesses the meek and lowly spir- 

it of his Master—to view the show and parade manifested 

in the external appearance of professors, while they at- 

tempt to worship [lim who dwells with the “*hamble and 

contrite spirit.” Hearimg an orthodor clergyman say ™ 
his prayer :-—“When we come hither to humble ourselves 
before thee,” | was struck with astonishment on looking 
around me—What is here which manifests that we have 
come hither to humble ourselves before God? Hereisa 
professor* in high standing—see the ruflle dangling im his 
bosom ; here is another*—leok at her head dress—surely, 
one would think,“riches take to themselves wings ;” see 
likewise the trinkets and ornaments that adorn her gay 
apparel, and she may well be referred to the passages of 
scripture contained m Ist Peter, ui. 3,4. Ist Timothy i. 
9,10, and Jsaiah iil. 16, 26. 





* These allusions are not personal. 


From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
DEATH OF BROTHER BIGELOW. 


Sin—It falls to my lot to communicate to you the pain- 
ful intellixence of the death of Br. Timovuy BicEenow, 
and his worthy consort. She died on the 11th day of last 
month, and he on the Sth of this present month. Both di- 
ed of fever, at their usual resulence, in Palmyra, Portage 
county, Ohio ; soon after his return trom a tour to the 
westward. Death, this season, stalks through the Jand, 
wresting from us some of our most ueecful citizens and best 
of friends, having no respect of persons. It remains to be 
said, that an afflicted family l.as been deprived of the most 
affectionate and tender parents. They could always 
realize, in every act of their kind parents, the example ot 
»| their Heavenly Father, who is “good unto all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his werks.” The friends of truth 
have sustained a loss, which will indeed be sorely felt inall 
their religious circles. For Mr. Bigelow was aman who 
possessed superior abilities: wari i his aff 
424 all his religious performances, and ardent in his zeal fi 

truth. ‘The pathetic effusions of his soul have often been 


‘tions, devout 


{ 





poured ont to lis audience, exhibiting to the people the 
"ate 


t} glorious attributes of the only true God, warming the 
-thearts with the fire of divine love. 


ry. ° a 
I'he loss ts to be re- 
gretted by ail who feel interested in the promulgation ot 
the truths of the Gospel ; but God is wise in all his deal- 





with the word of God, and the confession of the churches. 


J swear and promise to persevere in profession of this doc 


frine during my whole life, and to defend at with the utmos 


of my power, and that I ietll newer, neither by preaching, no 
teaching in the schools, nor bu writing, depart from it. 

. tJ 
declare also and protest, that | condeiin the doctr ne of th 


ings with us, and we must submit. Br. Bieclow has foueht 
-|a good fizht, he has finished his course, he has kept the 
{jfaith : henceforth there is laid up for him a crown of right- 
yyseunen which the Lord, the righteous Judge shall give 
J} him in that day. Both he and his companion, died firm 
e land unshaken in their faith, of the doctrine which they had 


Arminians, because it makes God’s Decrees of Eleet.on to !so warmly advoeated for years pust, unto the very last 


depend on te mutable will of man, aud that it doth exten- 
It e-:al- 
" Turoruiius Cotrron. 


uate and make null and void the Grace of God. 
teth man and the power of his free will to his destruc 
tion. it reduceth, into the church of God, old 
Pelagianism, and 

ju among us unde 


ejecte 
isa inask and vizzard for Vopery to erce 


ance of everlastmg life and happiness. And so may 
help me, and be propitious unto me, as Tewear all this wit] 
mut any auibignitv, eauire 


OIL MILV, 
< eo? 


cation. or rents! reservation. 


*r that disguise, and subverteth all assur- 


God 


moment, confirming the glorious doctrines of wniversal rec~ 
oacihation, with their dying breath. 


i] .P2ustintown, (Ohio,) Vor. 9, 1823. 
» oma 

PURITAN SIMPLICITY. 
A Rhode-fsland paper states that professor Stuart, of Ax 
i- |} dover ( Vis.) bas declined aceortine the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity, conferred’ or him 





by Flervard University 
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The same degree was conferred on him several years since 

by brown University, but he politely declined it, allegmg, 

among other reasons, that in lus view such academic dis- 

tinclions were not befitting the simplicity, which it becomes 
a Minister of the Gospel to preserve.—Statesman. 


From te (Portland) C Taristian Intelligencer. 


TORMING CHARACTE tS FOR ETERNITY 


Among the various cieidietitaiel of christians, profes- 
sing a belief in the endless sufferings ef some of the bu- 
man family, tliere are few general assertions more trequent- 
ly uttered, than that “ we are all forming characters for 
eternity ;” by which I mapper they mean, that just as our 
characters are in this world, such they will remain, with- 
out alteration, forever andever. Now it isnot my present} 
object to refute that notion, but to propose a few queries 
for the consideration of those who make the assertion, that 

hey may apprehend the consequences which it involves. 


If it be true that men will sustain the same character, 
in the future as in the present life, and that without a pos- 
sibility of change, how will it be with our Calvinist neizh- 
bors, whe, say in their solemn prayers, that they are guil- 
ty, hell-deserving sinners, and - continually against a 
God of infinite purity and holiness. in word, thought and 
deed? What shall we conclude will be the fate of such 
as confess themselves guilty of all the sins which others 
can enumerate? Now if such people are forming charac- 
ters for eternity, will they not eternally remain just as sin- 
ful and guilty as they are now ? 


These people profess to believe, that in this life, the best 
of men are unable to obey the perfectly holy law of God ; 
and that this inability is infinitely criminal. According to 
the above assertion, then, they will possess the same char- 
acter to eternity ; therefore, they will be infinitely crimin- 
al to eternity ! 


Another theme on which such professors harp with seem- 
ing smeerity and earnestness, is, that every man will fare, 
in the eternal world, just according to the character which 
he forms in this ; and comparing it with the above, to what 
does it amount, but that every Calvinist at least, will be 
infinitely sinful, criminal, and miserable to eternity ? 


Toavoid this conclusion, they must either Ceny that 
their character is so bad as they frequently assert, and al- 
ter their prayers (a dificult task for some of them) or ack- 
nowledze they are not forming characters for eternity, or 
devise some scheme t y which such guilty sinners can be 
blessed, and vet retain their time-constituted character. 


REASONS FOR LOVING GOD. 


He is our Creator and jpreserver ; He is the author of, 


every blessing we enjoy,and he renders all our afilictions 
and disappointments promotive of our best interest. Our 
Creator knows all our infirmities, our proneness to err, 
and our appetites for injurions indulgences, and is merciful 
to all our faults. He punishes our sins in mercy, never 
from a disposition of revenge ; but that we may be parta- 
lrers of lis holiness. ‘Through the mediation of the Re- 
deemer he has given us the hope of immortal life and the 
eontinuance of his Fatheriy kindness forever. 
— 

Wever macnify the faults of any, not even your enemies. 
bit on the contrary always palliate their errors as much 
a: a regard to truth and equality will permit. 

Consider and treat all mankind as your brethren. 


How excellent is thy loving kindness, O God! there- 
fure shall the children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings. 

Defend me from mine enemics,O my God: defend me 
frorg them tbat rise up against me.—Psalms 


t 


. oft? Sera +s; 


POETRY. 











From the Petersburgh Intelligencer. 





GOSPEL MELODIES. 
“FATHER FORGIVE THEM’—Gospel. 


“ Forgive them, Father,” Jesus cried, 
“They know not what they do,” 
And praying this our Saviour died, 
And dying pray’d for you, 
By you was Jesus crucified, 
By you he bled, by you he died ! 


*Midst all his pain, amidst disgrace, 
By deepest tortures rivet, 
His anxious soul still seeks a place 
For his lov’d flock in Heaven! 
“As for my murd’rers.” thus he cried 
“Forgive them, Father,” bow’d and died 


- 


How Heaven's archangels hover'd roand, 
With liquid, melting eyes, 
And while loud thunders rent the ground, 
They bore him to the skies ; 
Butoh! how soothing sweet he sizh’d 
“Forgive them Father,” ere he died. 





In this City. Mrs. Herry Hovey, aged 41, wife of Mr. 
Jedediah Hovey. 
SETS SE LEI 


NOTICE. 


I> In consequence of the frequent ahsence ef the Fdi- 
or of the Inquirer ; the agents and subseribers, are reques- 
ed, in future to direct their letters to the Printer. It is 
ilso wished that our correspondents would recollect that 
their letters must come post-paid. There has been much 
veglect in this respect, the year past, and the office has been, 
consequently, subjected to much expense. The small sum 
required for the paper must render it obvious to every one, 
that the publishers cannot with proprety, meet the ex- 
vense of postage. It ishoped that our subseribers will 
recollect the terms, [3° S1 in ADVANCE ./ f and that those 
who are in JC°ARREARS.}) with us, will emmediately fore 
ward what is due. 
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——» +o 
JUST RECEIVED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 

The UNIVERSALIST HYMN BOOK: a new colies 
tion of Psalms and Hymns, ior the use of Universalist Soe 
cievies.—(single or doz. 

Battov, ON ATONEMENT. 

Batitou’s NOTES ON THE PARABLES. 

Do. ELEVEN SERMONS. 
Do. CATECHISM. 

Also—A ciscourae delivered June 4th at the Installatioe 
o, Rev. David Pickering, by Rev. Joun Bisse, Jr. 

And a uumber of other Pamphlets, favoring the cot 
trine of Universal Salvation. 
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